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IT'S ALL ABOUT ISLAM
4 I
On the “Asr Salah

The Prophet % once remarked, “Whoever misses their ‘Asr prayer (frequently)
makes all his or her goocl deeds become worthless.” Bukhan)
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From The Prophet:

The Blessed Prophet & asked some people, “Jf there was a river at your door
and you bathed in it five times a day, would there be any dirt left on you?”
The people V\eav‘by said, “No.”

Then the Prophet & said, “This is like the five daily prayers which Allah uses
to clean out bad deeds.” (Bukhari, Muslim)
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How do the Five Pillars of Islam protect us from Shaytan?

What is the name of each of the Five Pillars? What does each mean?
What does each part of the Shahadah teach us?

Why do you think Muslims are asked to pray so many times in a day?
What could be the purpose, if you had to think of a reason?
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9 How Do I Prepare for Salah? ® * " Yo
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| WHAT TO LEARN

Before you go skating, you tie up your
laces. Before going for a bike ride, you
check the air in your tires. Why do
you always make sure you’re prepared
before doing something?

KBe
© ] VOCABULARY

Emaan Wudu’

@ THINK ABOUT IT

Before we pray we make sure we
have prepared our bodjes to present

Niyyah

A. What is the Importance
of Salah?

When we perform our five daily
prayers, we're not just doing stretching
exercises or aerobics. We don’t stand
up for prayer simply because we want
something to do, either. We stand up for
prayer to Allah## because Allahi## told us
to.

And be steadfast in Salah (prayer) and

ive Zakah. Whatever good you send
?oy"r[/\ for yow‘selves, you will fmc] it with
A”a'x\ Cey"ramly, ;l\”alx\ is wa’rclz\fu\l of
WI/\O\"’ YOU\ C]O Surat Al Baqarab\ (—Cl/\e Cow) 2:110
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When we perform salah, we are
standing before Allahi3z. Although we can’t
see Allah##%, He can see us. We need to take
our salah seriously, because if we don’t, then
we are not keeping our hearts pure and free
from evil thoughts.

Our Emaan ;¢ Belief in Allahi?
must be sincere and our salah must be
performed well. By concentrating on offering
our salah well, we show that our emaaniis true
and sincere. We defeat Shaytan completely.
When we pray the right way, then our emaan
increases even more, making us come closer
to our Creator!

Salahis such animportant part of our lives
that we don’t want to neglect it or waste it.
As you learned before, by offering salah, our
sins are forgiven, as if we were washing dirt
from our bodies. The salah is not just a mere
exercise, but it’s one of the most important
things we will ever need in this life.




B. Preparing for Salah

When it is time for salah, there are
several things we must do to prepare for
it. The Blessed Prophet % once said, To
oﬁer the prayer in the fiv‘s’r hour is to

ease Allah. To oﬁev‘ it in late hours
is to ask Allah’s fov*giveness. (Tirmidhi)
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To give you an idea of why it is
important to prepare for salah, imagine
that you are going to meet the leader
of your country. Would you go in your
pajamas or with a bad smell? You would
never do that, because itis notappropriate!

Well, can you imggine gpresenting

ryalf r
dressed or clean?

Allahifz said in the Qur'an,
O  Children of Adam! Wear your
beau’riful appawel atevery time and plc\ce
of prayer eat and drink: But waste

not by excess, for 71\“0\1/\ loveth not the
wasters., Surat Al ';Z\raaf (The 'Heig'/\'l's) 7:3°1
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For a male, his body must be covered
from his belly to below his knees. Then
he should wear a shirt that covers up his
upper body.

Females are also required to cover
their bodies in prayer. The entire body
must be covered from the neck to the
ankles and the arms down to the wrists.
In addition, they must cover their hair.
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We are permitted to pray with our
shoes on. We may also choose to take
them off to keep the place where we
pray clean. Wearing socks is allowed for
prayer, as long as they are clean.

Our dress is one of the two major
parts of preparation for salah. What is the
other part? As you will soon see, it’s an
even more important part of preparing to
present ourselves before our Creator.

C. Getting Clean For Prayer

What would you do if a person came
to shake your hand and their hand was full
of dirt? Would you shake it? Probably not.
You would expect them to wash their hands
first. Only if the person coming to you was
clean would you aggept their greetings.
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also, we should wash ourselves before
standing before Allahi#? and presenting
ourselves for prayer.

How do we wash ourselves for
prayer! There is a ritual called Wudu’
¢g—29 Ablution, of washing up for prayer.
It is a simple thing to do and only takes
a few minutes to perform. When we

have our wudu’, we are clean for prayer.

clothes are part of salah.
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Allahi# will not accept our prayer, unless
we are purified in this way.

The Blessed Prophet & once said,

A person who doesn’t keep his
promises has no emaan. And a
person has no prayer if he is dirty and
whoever doesn’t oﬁer their prayer
has no (Jslamic) way of Iife. The
importance of prayer in this way of
Iife is the same as the head to a bocly.
(Tabarani, narrated in Al Awsat)
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The Blessed Prophet & also said, The
key to salah is being clean. (Ahmad)

u rizgt
in English and Arabic?

We are required to repeat wudu’ for
salah if any one of the following things
happens:

|. Using the bathroom (discharge of
urine or stool)

2. Passing gas

3. Deep sleep

4. Unconsciousness (fainting) or losing
one’s mind (such as madness)

If you made wudu’ and none of the
above happened, you can continue to
offer all of your prayers until one of those
things occur.

D. How Do | Make Wudu’?

Making wudu’ is easy. All you need
is clean water! Before you begin, it is a
good idea to make your Niyyah i
Intention. This means that you are going

to settle in your mind what you’re doing
before you begin. You can say silently to
yourself, ¢gungdf cugs, Which means,
| intend to make wudu’.

This is important because the Blessed
Prophet Muhammad % said,
Actions will be juclgecl by younr
intentions. (Bukhari)
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So your wudu’ will count if you
intended to make it. What if you were
watching television and while the show
was going on, you ran to make your
wudu’, but the whole time you were still
thinking of the action on TV? You never
settled in your mind what you were doing
and thus might have even made mistakes.

J " Therefore, make tge proper niyyah, or
t e gy .
ooratticom
olled yBBasNwu/® Al ;

@ Which means, “In the name of
Allah, most gracious and merciful” The
Prophet % advised us to start all things by
saying this.
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“Watgr makes everything pure.”
So said Prophet Muhammad ﬁf%i . (Da
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Believers! When you are about to 3. Sniff water up and out of the nose three
offer your prayers, wash your faces times with the right hand.
and hands up to the elbows and wipe
younr heads and fee’r up to the ankles.
Surat Al Ma'ida (The Table) 5:6

‘}'L"“"’U"M‘u;\wb”r‘ U_;JJ\L@J\L:%
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The steps of Wudu’ are

listed below as follows: 4. Take water into both hands and gently
wash it over the entire face. Try not to

|. After making niyyah and saying the splash all over the place. The Prophet &

Basmala, begin by washing the right hand ~ ©"¢® warned us against wasting water

; . even if making wudu’ near a river. Every
three times to t-he wrist. Theq wash the part of the face must be wet from under
left hand three times to the wrist. the chin to the forehead.

www.Noora

2. Take water into the mouth with the
right hand three times. Each time swish
the water around and ensure you rinse
your mouth thoroughly. Use your right
index finger to rub the teeth and gums.

5. Next, wash the right arm up to the
elbow three times and then the left arm
three times.
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6. Wet the palms with water and wipe 8. Wash both feet with the left hand up
them from the forehead to the back of to the ankle three times. Start with the

the head. Then run your hands back up to right foot.
the front of your head.

9. Say this phrase:

7. Use your index fingers and thumbs to 0 +¢-3ls aJ o ¥ oasg alll ¥] ol ¥ ) gl

rub the ears clean. g sy 03t Jagoa

It means: | declare that there is no god but
Allah; One, with no partners, and | declare that

oorart.com
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It means: Allah, make me among the
repentant and make me among the clean.

Now you’re ready to make your
Salah!

...oooooonoo....

1. Why should we consider our salah important?

2. How should we dress for prayers?

3. What are the four things that break our wudu’?

4. How does doing wudu’ change our mental state or prepare us

better for the prayers we will do?




Learning to

Pray

The salah procedureis asimple oneto learn. It consists of aset of movements
while reciting certain phrases. Each of the five daily prayers is said in a similar
way. The only difference between them is that some have more sets than others.
We say our prayers in Arabic because this is how Prophet Muhammad % taught
us to say them. He even taught people who were not fluent in Arabic to say their
prayers in Arabic. This helps to make all Muslims united in the world and keeps
us connected to the original language Allah## used for His last revelation to the
world. As you learn how to pray, keep in mind that this is a serious act and is not

< 5%

to be taken lightly. During salah you are presenting yourself to Allahiz.

..ooo...w...ooo..

“@ A. Where Do | Pray?

The Blessed Prophet & taught us that The plural of masjid is masagjid. In

the entire world is ou asfid >0 English, the wordgfor masjid is mosque.
Wc o .ftncie ; o P
i sRarigPuildinfito ey @ =’ jid uge it heans § plagd & ayer.
in gfoups. " u
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Sometimes, a Muslim may find himself
outside at the time of p
P ts j

allowed to pray include dirty areas, such
as a muddy field or bathroom. The place
must be clean. Muslims usually like to pray
on prayer rugs or mats, but you can also
pray on grass, cement, wood floors or any
surface that is clean.

All Muslims face the direction of
Makkah i_s., in Saudi Arabia, when
they pray. They face the Qiblah 4iL_3
the Direction of Makkah. There is a
special cube-shaped building there called
the Ka’bah i.ss. We pray towards
Makkah because this is the direction the
Prophet & taught us to face in prayer.

The Ka’bah is an ancient building that
was chosen by Allahi# as the main place
for people to pray to Him. It is the place
that an ancient prophet named Ibrahim?t
built, so that all the people of the world
would have a common place to come to
for pilgrimage.

The direction of Makkah is
called the Qiblah.

Every masjid in the world is built

facing in the directjpn of Makkah. When
Y, ugl e her is
orart:co
ot oMigr | Lye h o

jama’ah means group. When Muslims pray
in jama’ah, one person stands in front of
the others and leads the prayer. Such a
person is called the Imam s Leader.
Everyone praying behind an Imam follows
along with him or her.

Every compulsory prayer consists of
at least two and up to four Raka’at wLss,
Cycles. One series of standing, bowing
and prostrating (placing your palms and
face flat on the ground) equals one Raka’a
4=5,. Fajr has two raka’at. Thuhr, ‘Asr and
‘Isha have four raka’at each. Maghrib is the
only regular salah that has three raka’at.
The prayer that will be explained on the
following pages will consist of two raka’at.

During Fajr Salah, all surahs are recited
aloud. During Thuhr and ‘Asr Salah, all
surahs are recited silently. During Maghrib
and ‘Isha, the surahs are recited aloud only
in the first two raka’at.
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"#) B. Steps of the Salah

Just like with wudu’ and anything else important, we begin our salah with niyyah,
or intention. This way we make it clear to ourselves what we’re doing before we begin.
While facing the Qiblah, properly dressed and in a state of wudu’, we say silently to
ourselves, Nuwaytu Salatu (name of the salah to be performed)&ssts cugs. VWhat we
say in the last space is the name of the prayer we are performing.

..-oo...w..Qooo..

Raise hands up and say, ,.si i1 Allah is The Greatest
(Greater than everything glse).

Fe y goimg themga thypsminm of thgs
pise tiki 9 sh vel BAfter @erfo m
begmnilig M&loMgifthe Bp st danade slls

cut off from the outside world until they are finished.

While we are standing in that position, Qiyam L3 Standing Up, we must take
care not to look around or move our bodies. From the moment we say Allahu Akbar,
the prayer starts and we shouldn’t do anything except what is allowed in the prayer
until we finish. If we laugh, start to talk or walk around, then that salah is broken and

we have to start all over again.
\ Step 2

Then we fold our hands over our lower chest. Females put both
of their hands on each other and place them on their upper chests.
The right hand goes over the left. Some Muslims like to pray with
their hands hanging loosely from their sides. This is allowed also, but
it is better to fold your hands in front of you, right over left, based
on an abundance of hadith about it.

Then say,
Syt all ¥y Han Slely cclo] )liy cJaaomg @glll clilos
This means:
Glory to You, Allah, and praise to You. Blessed is Your Name, great is Your
Highness and there is no god except You.
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\ Step 3

The very next thing we should say is what AllahiB# referred to as the Greatest
Surah, or chapter, of the Holy Qur’an. It is the one surah that Allahi##* gave us which
contains everything for us in just seven little verses, or ayaat. It is such an important
surah that if we forget to say it in our salah, then the whole salah doesn’t count. Here
is the Arabic text of that surah, which is called Al Fatiha, or the Opening, along with the
English meaning. In the salah, we say it in Arabic only.

Before reciting Al Fatiha we say,
@y yllaiadl (o 41.".9 39.9’

Surat Al Fatiha is said in Arabic this

w:u\u;.ﬁ\ L\MMM\ 19\;@5\ um%
%JJL@S\ ‘}]j {._@_J_c uj@xl\ J& v_@_,l.c

7-1:138W5, 50

This means:
| ask Allah to protect me from the rejected
Shaytan.

This means:

In the Name o 71\”0«1/\, the Most

Caring and the Nost Kind. Praise be
ol + of th t

o Mok Ki +Hl
1Re ud e!’r. se o

You and only turn to Vou fov‘ help. Guide
us on the s’rraiglz\’r pa’rl/\. The paH/\ of those
whom You are I/\appy with, not the paH/\
of those whom You are angry with and
not the paJr'/\ of those whom have gone
astray. Surat Al Fatiha (The Opening) 1:1-7

After saying Surat Al Fatiha, we say another portion of the Qur’an. It can be as
little as three ayaat long or even a whole long surah! In a third and fourth rak’a of a
prayer, only Surat Al Fatiha is said before bowing.

We chose Surat Al Ikhlas here, but you can choose any one you want.

Surat Al lkhlas is said in Arabic this
way:

4- 1112;’\\"”%")‘}”}1545&;%)%%

This means:

Say (O Muhammad): He is Allah

the One. Allah is always forevev‘. He
doesn’t have any children and He was
never born and there is V\O‘H/\ilf\g the same
as Him. Surat Al Jkhlas (The Purity) 112:1-4
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\ Step 4

After completing the short surah, the next
thing you do is say,

ST all

Then you bend forward at the waist and
put your hands on your knees. This is
called Ruku’. Say silently three times,

‘q._a..lé.l." o ] Ny

There are other similar phrases that are
also allowed to be recited. Your parents

\ Step 5

Then we say,

oa.q;g.ls\f!l&m

which means,

Allah hears those who praise Him and
return to a standing position. But our
hands are left loose at our sides. We can
also add the phrase,

which means,
Our Lord to You belongs all praise.
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\ Step 6

Then we say,

ST aly

and lower ourselves to our knees and
make Sujud s> Bowing on the
Floor. Our elbows must stay up in the
air and our feet must be raised up so that
the bottom of our toes are on the ground.
Place your hands on the floor on each side
of your head. Your nose and forehead
should touch the ground. Say silently
three times,

www.Noecrari.com

\ Step 7

Then we say,

ST aly

and sit up on our knees for a moment.
Boys keep their right foot raised up. Girls
leave both feet on the floor and lean a
little more on one side. Your teacher can
show you the difference.




L

IT'S ALL ABOUT ISLAM

\ Step 8

Next say,

ST aly

and do one more sujud and say three
times,

AT )l

www.Noorart.com

\ Step 9

Then say,
ST 4l

and return to a standing position with
your hands folded in front of you. That
was one rak’a, or cycle of prayer.
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\Step 10

Repeat steps 3-8

Now imagine that we were praying Fajr Salah, which has two raka’at. We still have to
complete another rak’a. That is easy. All you have to do is repeat steps 3-8. But after saying
Surat Al Fatiha, choose a different surah to recite than what you said in the first rak’a.
So, for example, if we said Surat Al lkhlas in the first rak’a, in our second rak’a, after Surat
Al Fatiha, we’'ll say Surat An Naas, or which ever one we choose! After the end of the
second sajdah, instead of standing up after saying, ,.si alif, we will return to a sitting
position and stay there.

(Note: If you were doing a 3 or 4 rak’a salah, all Qur’an reciting will be said to one’s self.)




o

IT'S ALL ABOUT ISLAM

\Step 11

While sitting we will say a special set
of supplications and phrases. The first
phrase we say is this:
«_vl.n...h.”g alglally AJJ Sl
ailS g 4.1J| 4.4})9 u-""" Lg.'i clile pMowdl
sdlall allf she sleg Lile a3l

Then you raise the index finger while

saying the next phrase:
alganyg oauc h.qa..o 0' A.g_\.v’g 4JJ| X| all XU‘ A.g_\.v‘

Peace upfin you Prophet%ﬁ and

US erva S m

\Step 12

Then you say the prayer called d.ewal,¥l 3ol Which is meant to ask Allah to bless the
Prophet % . The words of i, c.al,¥l 8)all are as follows:

a0 ara> b @l JT Aoy @l ple sl oS sasa JI Loy somo e Juo mglll
o e el @ualy) JT ey @ualn] le wS)b LeS seso Jl Loy seso Lo Sl egll

It means:

Allah send grace upon Muhammad and on the family of Muhammad, just like You sent grace
upon lbrahim and on the family of Ibrahim. You are worthy of all praise, the Majestic. Allah bless
Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, just like you blessed Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim
in the world. You are worthy of all praise, the Majestic.
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\Step 13

Then you turn your face to the right and
say,

allf dosyg @Sle p3al

It means:

Peace be upon you and the mercy of
---------- Allahiz.

.Noorart.com

\Step 14

Then you turn your face to the left and say,

allf dosyg eSele a3l

Your prayer is now finished and you can
rise and go about your business. It is
recommended to stay seated, however,
and say some small phrases to remember
AllahiBz. Personal requests to Allahi## for
forgiveness or guidance can then be made.
(This is called thikr and then dua’.)
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) WHAT TO LEARN

If you love someone, what should
you say to them? If you really need
someone a lot, what should you tell
them to thank them?

@ 7
VOCABULARY

Tasbih Thikr

@ THINK ABOUT IT

A Muslim should remember Allahi%
many times throughout the day.

Dua’

Islam teaches us that one of the best
things we can ever do is to praise AllahiZ.
The word Tasbih z.ouws Praise means
to say wonderful things about someone
or something to show how excellent they
are. Praising AllahiB# keeps us humble and
reminds us that only Allahi## is Great.

Allahi# says in the Qur’an that every
creature in the world praises Him in its own
way. If you remember, all the plants and
animals follow their instincts in their daily
life. By living the way they are supposed
to, these creatures are actually praising
Allahiz. All the birds, squirrels, fish, bugs
and trees always praise Allahi#. They are
all perfect Muslims. They have already
surrendered to Allahif# and are at peace.

AllahiZ* gave us salah as a way to
remember Him. It is also a way to have

praise AIIahJ’/

some of our bad deeds forgiven. In addition
to salah, there is another level of activity
that can bring us closer to AllahiZ. If we
really love Allahf# and want to express our
affection, then we should also say words to
glorify our Creator. The word ‘glorify’ also
means the same thing as praise.

Our Iast Prophet from Allahiz,
Muhammad %, told us this good news in a
Hadith QudSl ;Z\“alx\‘/f//0 says, J am near
]\/\y servant when he +|/\|n|<s of Me and
J am with him when he remembers
Me. J]C he remembenrs Me to [/\lmsel]c
then J remember him to ]\/\yself Jf he
remembers me in a ga’rlf\ermg, then J
remember him in a better ga’rlf\ey‘mg
than his. Jf he comes an arm’s leV\gH/\
closer to Me, J come a yow‘c]'s leV\gH/\
closer to him. J]C he comes to Me
walking, J go to him in a rush. Bukhar)
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P o

“SubhanAllah, Al hamdulilah, Allahu akba
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So when we rem

mentioning you’ Curdwduld!

The Blessed Prophet Muhammad &
taught us many beautiful phrases we can say
to praise Allahi#. We can say them after
our salah is finished, or in the morning, on
a bus or anywhere we want to. We don’t
need wudu’ and we can even use our own

words if we want to. Many Muslims I|ke
to say words of praise that the Prophet &
taught because he said them in such a
beautiful way. Let’s learn a few of these
words of Thikr ,s; Remembering
Allahi# and how they can help us.

B. Phrases of Thikr

i

The Blessed Prophet&

once said,

Whoever says, ‘Glory to Allah and
His is all Praise,” one hundred times
will get all his on her sins forglven even
lf they were as much as the foam in
the sea. Muslim)

erfl Allah#z,
er u oflld
Nodorar

e
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Once the Prophet® was talking to
a man named ‘Abdullah when he said to
him, )Z\bC'M”C\[/\, should J point out to
you a treasure fv‘ow\ the treasures of
Paradise? “Abdullah replied, Yes,
]\/\essenger of )L\“al/\ Please tell
me. The Prophet@zz answered, say this
pl/\rase, There is no wug'/\’r or power

except with Allah. Bukhar)

Ly @m\J}NJJu Jé &‘5ﬁ»¥\w}ﬁ¢\u§
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i p
most, Tl/\e are, Subhanallah (Gloyy
to Allah), 71\] hamdulillah (Praise be
to Allah), La ilaha ill Allah (There is

o gocl but 71\”(;\1/\) and A“alr\u ;l\kloar
(Allah is Gireat). You can say them in
any order you want, Muslim)
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There is a phrase that is light on the
tongue, the Prophet said, Two words
are llgll\‘l’ on the tongue, I/\eavy in the
balance, beloved to H/\e]\/\erciful: ‘Glory
be to Allah and by His praise. Glory
be to 7l\||a|/\, the Immense.’ (Bukhari)

OlalSy @ 2 & Jswy JB 1 JB 825, » GJ o
& Ok Ol e Oldds e 1 (L) Ol
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Praising and remembering Allahi#z, or
thikr, is so important that the Prophet &
once said, When a group of people sits
’roge’rlr\ev‘ and makes thike, the angels
surround them, eace comes over
’rlf\em, 7Z\||a|/\'s mercy covers them and
71\”0\1/\ Speaks to the omgels that are
near Him (abou\’r the gv‘ou\p) (Muslim)

gl YL Oy Sy p g dady ¥y i JB al & )
sty (S yod K (..AJSSJ

Many Muslims remember Allahd in
large gatherings and make thikr in a group.

Other people praise Allahif# alone or silently.
Whichever way you like to do it, always

remember AIIahJ’/ ev ay Ygith speC|aI
rd in h —
Wi NGor
yo gr Jro-\/\ an ago

C\I'H/\ Surat Al Baqav‘ah (The Cow) 2:152
WJI& N \)35\@\3 ;5;55\ w;sété;;@
/ 15225 405,

Let’s make it our goal to think about

< 5%

Allahif often and when we do, to say
some words that praise and glorify Him.

“Ya Rabbi...”.

- : »‘.
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C. What is Dua’?

So far, we have learned about salah
and thikr. There is one more way to make
our connection to Allahd5 strong and
meaningful in our lives. This is making Dua’
¢Les to Call on Someone. Allahif# said
in the Qur'an, When My servants ask
about Me, J am indeed close. T listen
to the request of every person when
he or she calls on Me. So let people
listen to ]\/\y call also and believe in
Me, so ’rlf\ey can be riglx\ﬂy gu\iclec].
Surat ;}?\| Baqarah (The Cow) 2:186

Ll Zuj3 B Q..c sl ML 1315

\ji»jif é \M qLc; \;\ @‘U‘ oj_c.D
186 :25 &)1 3 )w%dj-)wjv_@.lﬂg
*ke a!

to do and it doesn t requwe wudu elther
All you need to do is raise your hands in
front of you like you were going to receive
something from someone and then ask
Allahi# for whatever you like.

You can ask AllahiZ# in any language,
not just in Arabic and you can use your
own words or some of the beautiful dua’
that Allahi#* taught us in the Qur’an.
What should we ask Allahi## for?

You can always make dua’ for personal
reasons. For example, if your mother
is sick, you can ask Allahi#3# to make her
healthy again. Or you can ask Allahi## to
help you do well in your school.

In addition, we can ask for Allah’si#
forgiveness for our bad deeds and sins.
We can ask for Allah’si## help in a tough
time or before we perform a difficult task.
We can thank Allah#* for something good
that happened and ask Allahi5# to help us




© o.

8

IT'S ALL ABOUT ISLAM

Hold yot

hand in front of you like this when making lua’.

It ;hows ou re as!ing t. r' ceive sc netlungt on Alla B2

talk to Allah## about our feellngs if we like
to because He said, He hears every dua’
we say and that He is near.

Don’t shy away from Allahifz. As long
as what you are asking for is not haram,
He will listen to you. Of course, Allah##
knows best and sometimes what you think
is bad for you might actually be better for
you. So even if you don’t get what you
want, don’t ever get discouraged to seek
Allah’sé## help in anything else.

Here are some of the beautiful dua’
that Allahi# taught us in the Qur’an. Try
to learn them in Arabic, English or both,
and recite them any time you would like.
We need Allah#, so let’s not neglect the
One Who can help us more than anyone
else in the whole world.

The following three dua’ are taken
from the Holy Qur’an.

and the best in the next and protect us
fv‘om the punisl«men’r of the fi re. Surat Al
Baqavalx\ (The Cow) 2:201

@;wakir\jjwuﬂsjumﬁ
201 25,4015, 5 *)u\ uLLc

Our Loy‘c] don’t let our heanrts go
wrong aﬁev‘ YOU\ ve gwcleol us. Qiive
us mercy fy‘om YOU\ because YOM are
the One Who gives endlessly. Suat Ali
‘Tmraan (Family of ‘Tmran) 3:8

Jduo//LMJMJ\J\LLJAbCJJ&u;&
8:30 as,w,»uuaj\u\;)v\'/a/duvd
Our Lord, we believe, so forgive us our

sins and save us from the pumslx\w\eV\Jr of
’rl/\e ]CI re. Surat Ali ‘Imraan (Family of ‘Tmran) 3:16

40 Olis oy L;fj.ib i ;.f;';u? AT ) L3k

16 :3 01 yor T 5o




There is another dua’ from the Qur’an
that is very long, but it is also very beautiful.
You can find it in Surah 3, ayaat 26-27 and
29-30. Look them up and read them aloud
and remember your Lord as much as you can!

D. How is Dua’ Answered?

Allah## has promised to hear our
dua’. How are they answered? Allahi# has
said in the Qur’an that He will help us if
we are sincere. If we say our dua’ with no

sincerity, how can we expect to be helped?

When trouble touches a person, he
cries to Us (Allah) lying down, sitting
onr S+O\V\clilf\g. But when We have
solved his pv‘oblem, he passes on his
way, as if he never ca Us while

ng Q\Sféj;‘t;u;wswwujx

i aass )

o

(5 |-
12:10 5250 B0 O J

Tell people, J]( you love Allah, then
fo”ow me  (the pv‘oplf\eJr). Allah will
love you and foy*give you your sins
because Allah is the Forgiving and
the Kind. Then tell them, Obey Allah
and His ]\/\essengev‘.' But if (people)
then know that Allah

doesn’t love those who covenr up (the
"’VM"’I/\) Surat Ali wa*aom (Family of ‘Tmran) 3:31-32

K (,_<~>u w,wu K uf;(,.ﬁu\

5 Wp#) Jj"’-" Al c-<‘f-‘ : fﬁu)

mﬁ[m\ ub\jjy QUJJMJJ\ Hj,_zlf\
32-31:3 0o T, po @g&i&j\

turn away,
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If we are sincere and call on Allahi# in
both good times and bad, then we become
more deserving of Allah’s## special favors.

Everything happens for a reason and
only Allahi#* knows the reason. Allahi5#
has said He will answer the call of the
sincere, but how is the answer given to us?

Man does not weary of asking for
gooc] (’rhings), but if ill touches him,
he gives up all lf\ope (and) is lost in
clespair. When we give him a taste
of some Mercy from ourselves, aﬁer
some ac!versier has touched him, he is
sure to say, “This is due to my (merit):

J think not that the Hour (of Fudgment)
will (ever) be established; but ifJ am
brought back to my Lord, J have

(ww\cl/\) gooc! (S'f@d) in His Slgl/\ﬂ// But

nbels " e
anfl We @ e
@ s acly.

WI/\eV\ We bestow ]cavors on man, he
turns away and
on his side (instead of coming to Us);
and when evil seizes him, (he comes)
full of prolonged prayer! Say: See it
the (Revelation) is (v*ea”y) from Allah
and yet you reject it¢ Who is more
astray than one who is in a schism fow‘
(fy*ow\ any purpose)? Surat Fussilat (Explained
in Detail) 41:49-52

AP ol ,,J-\ 85 uwy\ Cug y%
235 o 3 502 S8R0 534l 5 i
el FBT Ly s Jj,u SRR
Mowgu\ &\ 32,;,,\_;
N M{% et G138 u’”d‘ et
2T oLas e i) aglale s

ets lf\imself remote

}/),& o T _ £
§ 2 5 e85 905 520 A2 13 asliy U
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Allahifz said that He will help us in
ways we won'’t even expect.

Vou don’t know that maybe Allah

migl/n‘ bring out a new situation. Surat Al
Talaq (The Divorce) 65:1

Al ‘JJJM&.)J\}UM‘JJJLSJJQy%

\

165 u:—\é Pl

TFor those who feow Allah, He always

pwepawes a WOY out. Surat Al Talaq (The
Divorce) 65:2

VPR /a/w ..‘f/.//
2:65;3‘@\;4,%@\%&\.‘2-)5'-45% "u_ﬁj%ﬂ

Noor

“Allahumma...”.

This means that He will answer our
sincere dua’ but that we don’t always see
how this is done. Perhaps most of our

dua’ will be answered without our ever
knowing it.

O people! Call to mind the grace of
Allah unto you! Js there a creator,
other than Allah, to give you
sustenance fv‘om heaven or earthe
There is no god butHe: how then are
you deluded away from the Truth?
Surat Al raa’rw (The Oviginator) 35:3

uﬁyvigﬁm\w\);>\JUngj\ug@
A\Uf)y\j;w\wv@),m - S
3:35,busjye§\£dj.§ﬁy d:uj,a’}[\

< (5%

Remember to always call on Allahi##
and He answers your prayers.
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The Blessed Prophet & once said, “Vour prayers will be answered unless
you are in a hurry or have no patience.” Bukhari)

BE F1 Jwy O (825 2 ggios«

andass ((§ om0y 35 05 10 5 ¢ Jorm § Lo (S Oloezn)

o badg a he té e ingghtha
vsko pldin thafithe

nNEwWeEe

to answer the prayers of the sincere.
times prayers are answered and we don’t even know it. Other times, what we ask
for may not be the best for us in the long run.

- /

What is the difference between thikr and dua’?

Why should we remember AllahiE? in our daily life?

Why do you think we we cup our hands in front of our bodies when we
make du’a?

Choose one of the du’as in this lesson that you think is very powerful or
relevant to the life of a sincere believer. What is that du’a, and why do you
think it is important?

5. How can du’a help a person going through a crisis?

A LN




8@

IT'S ALL ABOUT ISLAM

') VOCABULARY REVIEW

On a separate piece of paper, write the meaning of each word below. Remember
to write in complete sentences.

I. Thikr 5. Niyyah 9. Du?d’
2. Qiyam 6. Pillar 0. Emaan
3. Wudd’ 7. Qiblah I'l. Salah
4. Zakah 8. Rak’a
WW-Naerart.com
. r . R
On aseparate piece of paper, answer the questions. Remember to write in complete

sentences.

What are the two parts of the Shahadah and what does each part teach us?
List all the Five pillars of Islam and what they mean in English.

What are the names of the five daily prayers!?

When do we perform each of the five daily prayers?

List four things that break our wudu”.

What is a masjid and why is it important?

Why must we remember AllahfZ often?

How is our dua’ often answered?

How does Zakah make us cleaner inside?

0. How do the five pillars of Islam come together in a person’s life to create a sincere
believer?

= 00NN AWDN —

THINKING TO LEARN

Read the following statement and explain if it is true or false. Write in complete
sentences on a separate piece of paper and give examples to support your answer.

A Muslim only needs to pray five times a day and can forget Allah{Z the rest of the time.
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Meet New Muslim Friends




11 An ‘Eid With Nadia

WHAT TO LEARN

Which kind of holiday is better: one
where everyone gets things, or one
where everyone gives to those in need?
Explain.

SBin
VOCABULARY

‘Eid ul Fitr Tatar Ramadan
Taqwa Tarawih Khutbah
Miskeen

@ THINK ABOUT IT

Ramadan brings the Muslim community

A. Living in Poland

As-salaamu ‘alaykum! Peace be with
you! My name is Nadia Hamidovic and I'm
a Muslim from a country called Poland.
| know it’s hard to think that there are
Muslims in this Eastern European country,
but our history goes back over 600 years!

| live in a small town called Bohoniki.
Most of the people around here are
farmers or merchants. My dad, whose
name is Selim, owns a local grocery
store. Although there are also a lot of
non-Muslims living around here, most of
us in this town are Muslims.

My ancestors were called Tatars by
the Europeans, but we just like to call
ourselves Muslims. The Tatars ,L were
a Muslim tribe which came from a place
called Crimea. When the Mongol empire
was very powerful about 700 years ago,

_

T

the Tatars were a part of their army.

The ancient Christian kingdom of
Lithuania, which controlled Poland then,
signed a treaty of peace with the Mongols
of the Golden Horde in 1319 CE (719
AH).

Many Muslims were soldiers in the
Mongol army. After this, many Muslims
came to Eastern Europe to help defend
the Lithuanians against an invading German
army called the Teutonic Knights. This
is how the Muslims also helped defend
Poland.

After that, thousands of Muslims
began living in Eastern Europe. Since then,
Muslims have been here and were always
welcome to stay in this land. There are
less than ten thousand of us today, but we
are a growing community. Occasionally,
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some non-Muslims even convert to Islam.

| learned all about our history from
our Imam in my Friday night Islamic Studies
class. We meet in a very old and beautiful
masjid made of wood and stone called the
Bohoniki Masjid.

We just finished fasting the month of
Ramadan and had a big celebration. Let
me tell you what we did this month and
how we spent our holiday. Come on, let’s
go to the masjid and talk some more!

B. Ramadan Means Fasting

We'll sit up here on the second floor.
This is where the sisters pray. We can see
the Imam from the edge of the balcony
down there on the first floor

father told us a of months
WW dar In
lin'S fas®alfday | h|s

is known as Siyam plew Fastmg Do you
know what fasting is aII about!? It’s one way
of worshiping Allahi## by trying to control
your desires as much as you can.

One of my friends overeats and buys
junk food all the time. She can’t stop and
always complains about being tired or
feeling sick. She is allowing her ‘sweet
tooth’ or desire for food to control what
and how much she eats. This also makes
her weak and lazy. Fasting is a great way to
put the ‘brakes’ on over-eating and craving
junk food since you go without food for
so many hours each day for one whole
month.

My Imam taught me to memorize
the ayat in the Qur'an where Allahif?
command us to fast.

YVou who believe. Fasting is written fow
you even as it was written fov* those

efore you so you can learn to have
C\CIWO\ Surat Al Baqav‘c\[/\ (‘le\e Cow) 2:183

18%2>L\>w%dwﬁvﬁewd¢\gﬁ

When we have Taqwa s9—is
Consciousness of Allahi?, we always
remember we are Muslims and we avoid
doing bad deeds. Can you memorize that
important ayat about fasting, too? Try it!

When we fast in Ramadan, we don’t
eat or drink any food from before the first
light in the morning until after the sun has
set in the evening.

My mother, Mu'mina, also told me
that we aren’t even allowed to fight or
argue during the day. You won’t believe
how hard it is to follow that rule with two
younger brothers around!

The first few days are kind of hard for
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all of us. Just think - you were eating and
drinking all you wanted and then suddenly
food is off-limits and you are not allowed
to drink water. My uncle sleeps all day in
the beginning of Ramadan. My dad says
that’s being lazy, but at least he’s fasting.

C. How | Spent My Time in
Ramadan

Every night in Ramadan, my family and
a lot of other people went to the masjid
at night for Salatu Tarawih qugl,f 83e
a series of two raka’at prayers done one
after another only during Ramadan. These
prayers are done after ‘Isha Salah and they
usually last for over half an hour! | always
stand next to my best friend, Aliya, in the
women’s rows up here on the second-
floor balcony. | love staying up late!

At least one out of thirty sections
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of the Qur’an is read each night. Since
Ramadan is either 29 or 30 days long, we
try to finish reciting the entire Qur’an in
salah during the month.

An hour before dawn each morning,
my entire family wakes up to have a meal
known as Suhur ,¢>. It’s our last chance
to eat for the rest of the day and we pay
close attention to the time when we have
to stop eating. When suhur time is over,
we make our niyyah for fasting and then
pray Fajr. The words we say go like this:
olias) ygd g0 peudl plus cugi. This means,
‘| intend to fast today in the month of
Ramadan.” After that, | go back to sleep
for a few hours.

My mother stays up and reads Qur’an
for a little while, but since | have to go
to school, | need to be well rested. After
school, | go to the masjid with some of my
friends and we read the Qur’an together
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translation of the meanings afterwar
This is followed by group dua’. This is how
| spend most of my days in Ramadan.

D. Important Lessons

Our Imam told wus that during
Ramadan, the Shayateen are locked up
in chains so that it’s easier for us to do
good deeds. Every good deed done during
Ramadan, he told our class, receives the
reward of ten good deeds. He also said
that the Blessed Prophet & taught that,
Whoevenr fas’rs the month o }(Ramadan

with Emaan and sincerely looks to
please Allah and get only His rewanrd
will have all his or her previoms bad

deeds forgiven. (Ahmad)
Ll 5 ULS) Olias e‘.-o B Jé 4 as"“ o
sasfoly, (43 (g0 P Lo 4 e
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Whoever does not give up lymg and
evil actions, Allah is not in need of his

leaving his foocl and drink. Bukhar)
4 Joally o3 B g d oo s BB ey JE

ooy, (4] 7 g dalabo ¢ ol Qx> & gy

That means that we don’t only learn
the lesson of controlling our desires in
Ramadan, but we also learn to control
our behavior. If we don’t try to, then our
fasting is not valid.

It’s possible that the biggest lesson of
all is to appreciate Allah’s## blessings on
us. | realized that there are some people
in town who don’t have as much as | do.
When I'm fasting and feeling hungry in the
day, | realize that they may have only a
little food, or none at all. | am fortunate
that | get to eat a nice Iftar ,u.3 Meal to
break our fast. Some other people may
not be able to do the same.
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My Ramadan Star
(A Song of Celebration)

My Ramadan Star, she shines so
bright, she lights my way all through
the night.

In darkness and fear we all have
tread until that blessed night,

When Prophet Muhammad received
the call and told us of God’s love
and how not to fall.

My Ramadan Star dwells in my heart
and is brought out each night in one
equal part.

Though life is uncertain and the
future’s dim, My Lord’s noble

\_ v

My dad always pays his Zakah in this
month to the masjid, so they can help feed
the Miskeen ;<0 Needy People and
Faqeer .48 Poor People. Zakah is
the money every Muslim must give for the
sake of Allahi5# so the poor can be helped
and to purify our wealth. My dad says its
two and a half percent of all his money at
the end of the year.

The masjid volunteers collect the
Zakah money from all the Muslim families
and use it to run a soup kitchen all year-
round in the big city of Warsaw. During
Ramadan, our masjid serves a daily iftar so
that everyone can have a nourishing meal
to break their fast, and so that people who
want to spend more time in the masjid can
do so. Before eating iftar we make a dua’
that goes like this,

cyladl el leg ciguwo clI gglll
“Allah | fasted for you and | break my fast
with what you gave me.”

E. The Big Holiday

When Ramadan comes to an end, all
of us are very excited about the holiday
that follows. We call that day ‘Eid ul Fitr
kst ae the Holiday of Breaking the
Fast.

Everyone dresses in their best clothes
and goes to the masjid in the morning. My
mom bought me a new dress for ‘Eid and
| was so happy! My two little brothers
got some toys as presents and they were
jumping for joy.

At the masjid, we all offer Eid Prayer
ss2J! 8%, a special grayer on the occasion

message says “Trusgan Hi
I|s
wwiw;INoGratt
t eal
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must remember the Iessons they learned
in Ramadan throughout the year. He
said that now that we realize that we
can control our bodies and tongues in
Ramadan, we should be stronger Muslims
and kinder to people.

He said not to forget the Qur’an the
rest of the year and to remember that
there are always people less fortunate
than us who need help. When his khutbah
was finished, he said, Eid Mubarak!
&yl sc Blessed Holiday!

Everyone stood up and started hugging
and wishing each other a ’'Happy °‘Eid"
After the prayer, we went to visit family
and friends. We also went to parties and
had a very good time! If you want, you can
come and stay with our family for Ramadan
next year. Insha’Allah, if Allahi&z wills, we'll
meet again. As-salaamu ‘alaykum!
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How did Nadia’s ancestors come to Poland?

What are some of the things a Muslim does in Ramadan?

List three lessons we should learn from Ramadan.

What does it mean that Shaytan and his minions are ‘locked up
in chains’ during Ramadan?

Memorize the ayat (2:183) about fasting that is given in this
lesson in both Arabic and English.

What does your community do for ‘Eid?




What is the

Islamic Calendar?

Islam has its own calendar. For Muslims to practice Islam fully, they must
learn to use it. The following lesson will highlight the importance of our calendar

as well as how to use it.

...ooooom.ooo....

"#) A. A Lost Day in India

There is an interesting story about the
importance of calendars. A long time ago,
India was invaded by England, a country in
Europe.

For almost two hundred years the
Indian people were like slaves to the
Brltlsh To keep the Indiarund control

ged
cultugte
aseWe nt gL!g

However even though many Indlans
tried their best to look and act like the
British, they never accepted the Indians
as their equals. The British considered
the Indians to be lower than them and
not very civilized, no matter what they
did. This made many Indians feel bad, and
they tried to show the British that Indian
history and culture was great and full of
glory, as well.

Once a British writer was traveling
around India and visiting the palaces and
lands of local Indian rulers. The rulers had
no real power, of course, because the
power and arms belonged to the British.
Even so, the British let them remain in
their palaces on the condition that they
control the local people for them. The
Indian rulers did a good job of this and
hurt many of their own people, even as
they tried to act as English as they could

Taj Mahal in India.

to get more favors and honors from their
masters.

This British writer wanted to see for
himself if there was anything great about
India. He went to the palace of a Muslim
ruler, called a Nizam and sat with him
for tea. The Nizam wanted to impress
the Englishman about Indian history and
started bragging about how powerful
his ancestors were and how great their
Kingdom was.

The English writer listened for a
while and then asked the Nizam a simple
question: “What day is it today?”

The Nizam smiled at this chance to
impress an Englishman and almost sang
out the date according to the Christian
calendar.
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“No,” the English writer said, “What'’s
the date according to your Muslim
calendar?”

The Nizam was silent. He didn’t know
what the Islamic date was. He bowed his
head in shame and the English writer left,
knowing why it was so easy for his tiny
country to control the huge land of India.

‘@ B. Keeping Track of
Time

Every society or civilization has
invented its own calendar to keep track
of days, months and years. Hindus, Jews,
Buddhists, Aztecs and others have all
invented calendars for this purpose.
Muslims also have their $fn cflendar.

est of the Pop lati&n T usi
can also use our own alongside theirs.

IT'S ALL ABOUT ISLAM

In countries and lands that were settled
or conquered by Europeans, the people
use what is called the Gregorian Calendar.
It is named after Pope Gregory XIll, who
took a calendar (invented by the Romans)
and modified it for use by Christians. He
did this in the year 1582 of the Christian
calendar. All the names of the days and
months are named after idols and false
gods.

The starting year of the Christian
calendar is based on the year Christians
believe that ‘Isa®¥, or Jesus, was born.
Although Muslims believe that ‘lsa® was
a prophet, most Christians call him God.
Everything before that first year they refer
to as BC, or Before Christ, and everything
afterwards they call AD, or Anno Domini,

which stands for “the Year of our Lord.”
T h the 57 W)

Muslims follow the lunar calendar.
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Third Quarter

Waning
Crescent

New Moon

Waxing
Crescent
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Because the Christian calendar is, in
fact, an idol-worshipping calendar with a
starting year based on a shirk concept,
Muslims prefer using their own calendar
to keep track of time.

Just like other civilizations, we have
twelve months in our calendar. The
Islamic calendar is a lunar calendar. The
Islamic month is calculated by the orbit of
the moon around the earth. It takes about
thirty days for the moon to make one
complete cycle around the earth. You can
see how the moon at night slowly changes
over the month with a crescent moon, a
quarter moon, a half moon, a full moon
and finally it goes down to no moon at
all! When the first sliver of the returning
moon is seen, the new month begins! An
Islamic month can have either 29 or 30
days in it, depending on when the new
moon is visible.

Firet “qua. te

Waning
Gibbous

Full Moon

Waxing
Gibbous
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The week in the Islamic calendar
has seven days. It’'s easy to remember
their names because their names are just
numbers, except for the days of Jumu’ah
and Sabt. Jumu’ah corresponds to Friday in
the Christian calendar. The name Jumu’ah
means gathering and it’s the day Muslims
gather in the masaajid to hear the weekly
Khutbah. The name Sabt means resting
and it is the seventh day of the week.

Our calendar, whose first year was
decided by the Muslim ruler, ‘Umar ibn Al
Khattabié2, has as its first year an event
called the Hijrah B0, the migration of

the Prophet Muhammad & from Makkah to

Al-Madinah. Everything before that starting
year is labeled BH, or Before Hijrah, while
every year afterwards is labeled AH, or After
Hijrah. Remember, our calendar is called the
Hijri calendar. In the Christian calendar, the
Hijrah happened in the year 622.




‘@ C. Finding the Date

To convert a date from one calendar
systemtotheother,thereisaneasyformula
you can use. To find out the Islamic Hijri
year when you only have the Gregorian
year, do this: Take the Gregorian year and
subtract 622 from it. Then divide 33 by 32.
Next, multiply the first number you got by
the second number. Then you have the
approximate Islamic Hijri year!

Example: Let us assume the Gregorian
year is 1999. Subtract 622 to get 1377.
When we divide 33 by 32, we get: 1.03125.
Multiply this number by 1377 and the
Islamic Hijri year is 1420!

We must learn to use our own

.og”‘:
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Therefore the lunar calendar is best
for Muslims to live by. The month of
Ramadan and other times of the year are
important to us.

To help us get familiar with the Islamic
calendar, we can have them in our Islamic
school classrooms and homes. Every time
we look for the date on the non-Muslim
calendar, we can also check the date on the
Islamic one. When we write the date on

calendar and stick by it begause gllahz said ~ our homework, we can write the Islamic

mthaQreanal!le nu v Ibf th ategn r d putghen u

n llah s | un It

w id Han T @rn (NEL Vo , ¥bu
d

d
created space and the earth. Four of  will find a list of the Islamic months an

them are lf\oly. This is the correct way
to use them so don’t do wrong against
yourselves (in the calendar). suwat At
Tauba (The Repentance) 9:36

days in the following Skill Builder exercise.
By the way, what’s today’s date according
to the Hijri calendar?

i \
The Days of the Week
Sunday: ¥ . ‘
Monday: s ¥l 'Il'h;rsc.:lay. u:\-\-g-o-‘l-‘
Tuesday: LTS Sn a)éi . dsodl
Wednesday:  ¢ley,¥ aturday: Casas]
- y
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Islamic Months and Their Meanings
I. Muharram o The Sacred Month
2. Safar QOIS The Void Month
3. Rabi Al Awwal Jo¥! g, The First Spring
4. Rabi Ath-Thani S 2 The Second Spring
5. Jumada Al Awwal Jo¥! sala> The First Dry Month
6. Jumada Ath-Thani S sales> The Second Dry Month
7. Rajab ) oy The Month of Respect
8. Sha’ban olee The Dividing Month
9. Ramadan oliaa, The Month of Great Heat
0. Shawwal Jlghs The Hunting Month
I'1. Dhul Qa’dah baeall g The Resting Month
[2. Dhul Hijjah dxdl g3 The Month of Pilgrimage y

wwav-Noorart.com

Answer the following questions in complete sentences. Use a separate piece of
paper.

I. What point did the Englishman want to make to the Nizam who was bragging about
past Muslim achievements?
2. What does this example mean for Muslims today?

“@ B. Exercises

|. Describe the features and history of the Islamic calendar.

“@ C. Exercises

|. Calculate the approximate Islamic Hijri year from the current Gregorian year. Show
all of your math work.
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WHAT TO LEARN

What if there was a place on earth
where there was no hatred and bad
influences? What would such a place
be like?

@ 7
VOCABULARY

Jumu’ah ‘Umrah Baytullah
Ka’bah Laylatul Qadr

@ THINK ABOUT IT

Hajj is an important part of Islam.

As-salaamu ‘alaykum wa ahlan wa sahlan!
Mg-wg Moly «Sule pdwll Greetings of peace
and welcome to you! My name is Saira
bint Abu Zayan and | live in Makkabh,
Saudi Arabia. Sometimes | think this is the
busiest city in the whole world, because so
many Muslims come here all year round.
Come, let’s sit together and talk about my
hometown.

Muslims come here to visit the
Baytullah 4t o, House of Allah. It’s
called the House of Allah## to express the
holiness of the place, even though no one
actually lives there! It was built by Prophet
Ibrahim® and his son, Isma’il*%, thousands
of years ago to unite people in the worship
of Allah#z. It is also called the Ka’bah
i.2s Cube, because it’s shaped like a box
with six sides. Although it’s made out of
bricks, the Ka’bah is covered by a pretty
black cloth called the Kiswah &gs. It has

verses of the Qur’an embroidered in gold
thread all around it.

On Fridays, | go with my parents to
the big masjid that’s built around it. They
call it Al Masjidul Haram 1,31 souudtl.
During Salahtul Jumu’ah iscds 83w
Friday prayer, we listen to the Imam
of the Ka’bah as he gives the khutbah.
My mother and | sit with all the other
women, while my dad sits with all the
men. On Fridays, there are thousands and
thousands of Muslims there.

Last week, | met a girl my age from
Canada. She was here on ‘Umrah e
Short Pilgrimage with her parents to
the Ka’bah where one comes to remember
Allah#. It’s like a mini-Hajj. Her name
was Sadia and she was very nice. | invited
her and her entire family to come to our
house for dinner one night; everyone had
a good time.
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is strict in pmnisl/\men’r. Fonr 'Hajj are
the months well known. Jf anyone
undenrtakes that clwry therein, let there
be no obsceni’ry, nor wickedness, nor
wrangling in the Haijj. And whatever
gooc] you clo, (be sure) Allah knows
it. }\V\cl take a provvsmn (WIH/\ you) for
the journey, but the best of provisions
is V‘Iglf\+ conduct. So feow‘ Me, O you
that are wise. Jt is no crime in you i
you seek of the bounty of your Lonr

(c]mrmg pllgwmage) Then when you

pour down fv‘om (Mount) Ay‘afa’r/

Most Muslims come here during the

month of Hajj, though. It’s at that time celebrate the praises of Allah at the
when the city is full of people! Last year, S, rcd Monument and celebrate
four million people cameandstayedforone  His praises as He has directed you,
week! Why do they all come every year  cven though, before this, you went
during that month? They come because astray. Then pass on at a quick

or pi| rimage, is pace frow\ the lace where it is usual

woman ov‘ the mulh‘rudelso to do and ask

a duty that every Muslim
s D enes
Q0rart:com
omr

thy a
[lahd%# Says sO in he% ’
4 holy vrites, celebrate the praises of
And comp lete the ‘Ha and Umra in Allah, as you used to celebrate the
the service O]C Allalh. Bud’ ,]f you are praises ofyour ]Ca’r[/\ey‘s, yes, with ]ch

preven’red (from cow\plehng it), send mf\we heéﬁé“f ]ioﬂ;]l_[a[/\'ere ow*e(yw\e!:
an offering for sacwflce, such as you who say: “ ord: e us ou

. . . l// .
may find and do not shave your heads l%)\oumhes) m :II\IS ‘W(jrf\Ic'.-I—IBM+ H"eY will
until the oﬁermg reaches the place of ave no pornon n the ev‘eaﬁer. Surat
sacw]clce And lfcmy ofyom isill, orhas Al Bagarah (The COW) 2:196-200

an ailment in his scal P’ (necessitating | V‘-)“D\ db Z s }S\ c;‘ \;C;

shaving), (he should) in compensation

either ]CaSJr, onr feecl the poov, or Q_,,_>- )j) \j,zl_él YJ LS-’*-@-S\ - - o/c

oﬁer SC\CV‘IfICe, C\V\Cl W'/\e!/\ YOM are in

peacefml conditions (agam), I]C any )\ L@j" V-<-“ 0\5 m—9 ‘u-;: :53.@\ C)Hi
one wishes to continue the ‘Umra on - s 72

performing the main Hajj,

to the 'Ha)), he must make an oﬁey‘mg, P

such as he can aﬁorcl but lf he cannot -~ .2- o

aﬁord it, he should fas’r three days \ w C’L\ ‘;\ qu)b CJ UAJ ('"M\ bb
during the Hajj and seven c[ays on his c;_\ (,\J\ 4)3}\_, ("Lma& .,\.>=_;<l e LS-"-@J\

return, makmg ten c]ays in all. This :)J ‘d_‘, JJ_,

is ]Cov‘ those whose household is not in > \5 ojv.& V_,.ao- \J\ S0
(the precincts oﬂ the Sacred ]\/\osque. i JL )
And feow* Allah and know that Allah ab)
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Slnce I live here, | get to perform
the ‘Umrah several times a year and I've
done the main Hajj four times already! It’s
so much fun being with all those other

Muslims and uniting together to serve
Allahigz.

B. Where Did the Hajj Begin?

The Hajj was started by Prophet
Ibrahim*£. He had two wives, one named
Sarah and the other was Hajar. They all
lived in Palestine. Allahi## told Prophet
Ibrahim#*% to take Hajar and her son,
Isma’il, to a barren valley in the Arabian
wilderness. The valley was called Becca at
that time.

After Ibrahim# left them in thatlonely
place, Hajar and Isma’il®&t quickly ran out
of food and water. The only reason that
Ibrahim®* left them there was because

Yy
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Allahé# said He would take care of them.
When they started getting really thirsty,
Hajar ran around looking for water. She
ran up and down two small mountains
called Safa and Marwa, but found nothing.

Then, when she went back to
Isma’il®,who was tired and lying down,
she saw a bubbling spring gushing out of
the ground near his foot, where he had
just kicked the dirt. That spring is called
the Well of Zam Zam ppo; . The
angels made the water come up through
the earth for them.

After that, Hajar and Isma’il’& had all
the water they needed. They traded water
with passing caravans for food and soon
people began settling down in the valley.
When Ibrahim®*# returned from Palestine

for a visit a whlle ater, he was so happy
ilda jal
I hJ’/ ‘

one nlght that he was sacmf‘cmg h|s
son. He knew that this was a revelation
from Allahi##, since Allahd3 sometimes
gives messages to His Prophets through
dreams. When Prophet Ibrahim® told
his son what he saw in his dream, Isma’il &t
replied, “Do what Allah#5* commanded you
to do.”

Ibrahim®* didn’t want to sacrifice his

son, of course, but he also didn’t want to

pst B Ram f ‘S‘Eriﬁce.
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out to a place to sacrifice him. He was
about to do so, when an angel came from
Allahif and told him to stop. The angel
told him that he had already proven he
would give up everything he loved for
Allah##? and that he could now release
Isma’iliet.

The father and son were so happy.
Then they saw a ram, a male sheep, in
some bushes nearby. They sacrificed that
instead and gave the meat to the poor.
Then Ibrahim®* and his son built the first
Ka’bah together.

C.Why is Makkah so Special?

My father introduced me to my
Qur’an teacher when | was six years old.
She’s a really nice lady and always tells
me interesting stories and answers my
questions. When | asked her why many

)¢

f

lah,
prayer that Prophet Ibrahim® made to
Allahiz.

And (remember) when Jbrahim said,
"]\/\y Lord, make this a city of peace
and provicle its people with fru\i’rs -
those of them who believe in Allah and
the Last Day.” He (Allah) said, “As
[\or the one who disbelieves, J shall let

im enjoy a litHe, then J shall Cly‘ag him
to the punislx\mem’r of the Fire. How evil
an encl it is! Surat Al Baqarah (The Cow) 2:126
3553 Al 1de Jas

w
£ _ s

e, M‘J’UUJU%
S 00 8
s el EB 1 i 25 067

126 :2 5 &) w%jﬁ"f‘j‘ Jw'ij )&‘

When Jbrahim was raising up the
fouw\da’rions of the House, along with




Jsma'il (Tshmael) (smpplica’ring): Our
Lonrd, accept this from us because You
are the A”—Hearing, A”—Knowing.
Our Lord, make us Muslims and
make descendants  Muslims.
Show us where to pev‘fov‘w\ our rituals
and turn towards us because You are
the Foy‘giving and Merciful. Surat Al
Bagarah (The Cow) 2:127-128
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people who surrender to Allahiz. People
who come here will find peace.

| learned that all the things people do
on Hajj go back to an important part of the
history here. When people walk around
the Ka’bah seven times and praise Allahi5#
saying, Labbayk Allahumma Labbayk
cled gt et Here | am, O Allahy,
at Your service, they are following the
tradition of Prophet Ibrahimi.

When they go up and down the hills
of Safa and Marwa, they are remembering
Hajar and her struggle and when they
sacrifice the animals at the end, they are
recalling the obedience of Isma’il*&.

The other parts of the Hajj also have
a lot of meaning. We drink the water of
Zam Zam and stand on the plain of Arafat

to remember Judgment Day. My favorite
agym i g th

’U/F' rofks at tiree s iIWrs
h& s zd w §ha N d
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his son as commanded by Allahi##. Each
pillar represents a time when Shaytan
approached Prophet Ibrahim# and each

|
i ar
Imitating Prophet

we are willing to give up everythmg for
the sake of Allahiz. The meat from the
camels and goats is used to feed poor
people. When | was taught the full meaning
of what we do in the Pilgrimage, | asked
my dad if | could go on another one right
away!

and

D. Prophet Muhammad &
Hajj

Allah’si## last prophet to the world,
Muhammad %, was born in Makkah in

about the year 570 CE (53 BH). When
he lived here, idol-worshippers were in
control of the city. They prayed to statues
and never cared about doing good or
right. They knew the Ka’bah was built by a
Prophet of AllahiZ#, but they worshipped
idols along with AllahiZz.

Prophet Muhammad# never liked
idols and thought it was wrong to worship
them. When he was forty, Allahi#* chose
him to be His Last Messenger and began
revealing the Qur’an to him. The night
Allahi# first revealed the Qur’an was
during the month of Ramadan. This night
is called Laylatul Qadr ,say iLs the
Night of Power.

The idol worshlppers didn’t want to
listen to the Prophet % when he told them
about Allahifz. They even hurt h|m and his
followers. Finally, the Prophet# had to
leave Makkah with the other believers and
live in a city called Al-Madinah. Al-Madinah
is about 500 km from Makkah. After that,
the idol worshippers came and attacked
the Muslims three times. But they were
never able to win against the Musllms

He even forgave all the idol-worshippers
and took no revenge on them. This made
most of them become Muslim right then
and there. They were so impressed by his
kindness.

Then the Propheté ordered all the
idols that were in and around the Ka’bah
to be destroyed. He prayed to Allahif?
for guidance and taught the people how
to perform Hajj the correct way; the way
that Allahd3# wants it to be done. After
the Prophet? passed away, the Muslim
population kept on growing so rapidly
that the Hajj became a huge annual event.

When | look out of my window on the
street below, | see Muslims of every race
and color. They’re dressed in all kinds of
clothes and everyone greets each other
with salaam and smiles, even though they
don’t know each others’ language. When
the Hajj is over, we have a big holiday
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| sincerely hope you get the chance to perform Hajj and see all the wonderful places
we talked about for yourself, too. Make dua’ to Allahi for the chance to perform Hajj
soon. Maybe we will even see each other when you come here. Until then, As-salaamu

‘alaykum!
++ee 0 0000000000000 0 ¢ ¢ - - -

What is the Ka’bah? Why do people visit it?

What is the difference between Hajj and ‘Umrah?

Who was Ibrahim*¥? How is he connected to the Ka’bah?

How was Hajaré: tested by Allahi#?, and how can her example give us
strength today?

List three activities people do on Hayjj. ’

How did the Blessed Prophet Muhammads: purify the Ka’bah for Allahi5z ?

S0 KN




18 Ayesha: An American Girl ® *

< A) WHAT TO LEARN

If you’re going to study Islam, where is
the best place to learn?

NBY

© ;) VOCABULARY
Musalla Mu’athin Fard
Ta’leem Kiraaman Kaatibeen

@ THINK ABOUT IT

The masjid is a great place for Muslims
to go to learn and pray.

W\‘ZS[ L INOQO

you! How are you doing? My name is
Ayesha ‘Aliand | live in a city called Boston
in the United States of America. My Ummi
(mother) is a store manager and my Abi
(father) works for the city. Why don’t you
come and hang out with me for a while? I'm
going to the masjid for weekend school.
You can come, too!

This is the Islamic Society of Boston
Mosque. It’s been here a long time and a
lot of Muslims come here. We have a really
nice Musalla ,Las Prayer Area. On
Fridays, the entire masjidis full! There’salso
a small Islamic bookstore here. Whatever
books we need for weekend school we
can get there. They have other stuff as
well. Last week, | bought a necklace that
says ‘Allahu Akbar’ on it and some nice-
smelling oils.

As we enter the masjid, we should
say, clias; oley I pedl @glll. That means,

Allah, open up B me doors of
Your mercy.” | always say it and you can
learn that little dua’ as well!

My Abi and Ummi go home after
dropping me off. My Abi comes to the
men’s study group on Thursday nights
and my Ummi comes to a study class
they called Ta’leem on Fridays. The word
Ta’leem =5 means Learning and
Knowledge. She and the other women
study Islamic teachings and the Qur’an.
When I’'m older, I'll start going with her,
too!

Let me show you around. Our masjid
has two floors. The Musalla is on the first
floor and the classrooms are up here on
the second floor. I'min class ‘C’ because of
my age level. My teacher is sister Shakeela
Shabazz. She’s a smart sister and | like her
a lot. She really knows how we kids think.

Well, class is going to begin in a few
minutes. | see my friends Aziza, Safia




Shakeela won’t mind because she always
tells us that AllahifZ loves big gatherings
where His name is mentioned, so the
bigger, the better. | believe her.

B. The Angels Are Watching
Us

That seemed like such a short class!
It’s really true that time flies when you’re
having fun. | especially liked the part
where sister Shakeela was telling us about
how angels are sitting on our left and
right shoulders. What did she call those
two angels? Oh yeah, the Kiraaman
Kaatibeen ;s Wi,s the Noble
Writers.

The one on the right records all your
good deeds and the one on the left does
what? Yep, you guessed it! All your bad

o o
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deeds go in that one’s
book. On Judgment Day,
they’re going to give your
book to Allah# for review
and you would better have
a thicker book from the
angel on the right!

| think angels are so
cool. Allahi# placed them
everywhere! Do you
remember the part about
the two angels standing
by the door of the masijid
on Fridays! They write
down the names of all
the people who come to
Jumu’ah Salah. But when

the Imam is ready to start
hisfl khutbah, the angels

theirgfo
gofinside Qo i ss
s tMat aoMBsli o e“on

time for Jumu’ah!

| also thought it was neat when the
sister explained why Muslims line up in
rows when they pray in Jama’a acles

Congregation. She mentioned the
hadith of the Prophet & , where he said the
angels line up in rows in front of Allahif#
and that they fill in all the spaces in each
row until they’re full. That’'s why we line
up that way, too.

Oh, | see it’s almost time for Thuhr
Salah. | need to make wudu’ and then we
can go in the musalla to pray. I'll see you
in there in a minute. Don’t forget to say
that little dua’ | told you about before you
walk into the musalla!

C. Waiting for Prayer

Okay, I'm ready, let’s say the dua’ and
goinside. The brothers line up there in the
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front rows near the Imam. Then they fill
up the rows one at a time going back. We
sisters start from the very back rows and
fill them up first and then move forward.
Ummi says it’s the best way for us to be
organized because it keeps the men and
women from looking at each other.

Both my parents are converts to
Islam. Abi became a Muslim in the 1960s
during the Nation of Islam movement.
Most of my parents’ older friends also
came into Islam that way. | guess it wasn’t
really a true Islamic movement, however,
because they had a lot of un-Islamic
teachings. But after a few years, most of
the Muslims discovered what real Islam
was and entered the universal world of
Islam.

Have you ever heardaof Mglcolm X?
sli efica
winwENoo
fl tiqg Is@mi

Warith Deen Muhammad carried the Al

trend on after him and helped lead a lot
of Muslims, including Abi, into Islam.
Ummi became a Muslim about two
years before | was born. She met Abi at
a Muslim convention in Philadelphia and
they got married a few months after that.
Hey, do you see that brother coming
in over there! That’s brother Jamal. He’s
the Mu’athin i3« Caller to prayer.
He calls the Athan . :i. He has such a
beautiful voice. My cousin, Lateef, is also
learning how to be a mu’athin. Insha’Allah,
he will be chosen to do the athan in a few
months. Right now, brother Jamal has the
honor to make the athan every Friday.
He definitely deserves it. Let’s listen to
the words of the athan. Ummi says when
we hear the athan, we should repeat the
words we hear silently to ourselves.

G|; is

| declare there is no God but Allah.
| declare there is no God but Allah.

m\&\d\&u\,\.@w\
m\Yw\Yu\.x.g_w\

\

m\JjM)\.u.s:o\.x.@_w\
ijMJ\Muu.@_w\

Slall e > sl s ~
O e W e~
St sta
MEPRN

s like this:)

rtesAhT 5II|

reatest A ah is The Greatest.

| declare that Muhammad is
the Messenger of Allah.

| declare that Muhammad is
the Messenger of Allah.

Come to Prayer.
Come to Prayer.

Come to Success.
Come to Success.

Allah is The Greatest Allah is The Greatest.

There is no God but Allah.
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The Athan is often called from a Mi’thanah iiie
Minaret so Muslims all over town can hear it and
come to the masjid for salah. Have you ever seen one?

‘_ﬂ —
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D. The Sunnah Salah

Now, let’s do our Sunnah Salah. That’s
the name for any extra prayer you do besides
the five Fard ,»,5 Obligatory prayers to
get extra rewards from Allah##%. You do
them by yourself. Since It's Thuhr time
now, we do a four raka’at sunnah prayer
individually. It’ll just take a few minutes.

There, now we just wait until the
Mu’athin gives the Iqamah i.s Call to
stand and line up in the rows. It’s similar
to the athan except for an extra phrase
added in the end, 8\all cwld »5 Stand up
and establish the Salah, which is said
twice.

Oh, there’s brother Jamal getting
ready to give the Igamah. Okay, now that
he’s finished, let’s line up with the other
sisters. The brothers are also lining up.
Allahu Akbar.

Al hamdulillah, now that our four
raka’at Thuhr Salah is finished, we can pray
one more sunnah prayer. This one is two
raka’at only. Oh, by the way, do you know
how many raka’at are in each of the five
fard prayers and how many sunnah raka’at
we pray before and after them? Refer to
the table in this unit.
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Number of Raka’at in Each Salah
Fajr Thuhr ‘Asr Maghrib ‘Isha
2 Sunnah 4 Sunnah 4 Fard 3 Fard 4 Fard
2 Fard 4 Fard 2 Sunnah 2 Sunnah
2 Sunnah 3 Witr
N J

That’s not too hard to remember, but if you want to get it all organized for your
own learning, you should copy down my list. That’s how | learned it also! | learned all
of the names and raka’at numbers a few years ago when I first started weekend school,

so | don’t need this page Notebook anymore. I've got to gg to class again for the
m

www:Noorart.com

What are some activities Ayesha and her family do in the Masjid?
Look at the words of the athan. How are they a reflection of the
message of Islam in general?

Who are the Kiraaman Kaatibeen? What do they do?

What is a Sunnah Salah?

Why do you think Muslims say that special du’a when they enter the
masjid?

. Why do Muslims line up in rows in group Salah?

7. What’s the difference between Fard and Sunnah prayers?

S A% N




14 Ahmad of Malaysia

WHAT TO LEARN

How should a person treat a guest?

@ VOCABULARY

Halal
Ummah

@ THINK ABOUT IT

Muslims have manners for eating and
for serving their guests.

Haram
Thabeeha

A. A Banquetin

WWWN 0

Dato and I'm from Kuala Lumpur in the
beautiful country of Malaysia. There’s really
a lot to do and see here. Why don’t you
come to my house for lunch and then we
can go out and explore the city!

My home is a two-story bungalow
where | live with my parents and my three
younger sisters. | think my parents are in the
kitchen getting the food ready, so we have a
few minutes to wait. This would be a good
time to go and wash our hands. You know
Prophet Muhammad % always taught us to
be clean. This is why we wash our hands
before eating and afterwards. We can use
the sink over there in the bathroom.

That's my mom coming out of the
kitchen with a tray of cut-up vegetables and
fried yams.

“As-salaamu  ‘alaykum, mother. These
are my new friends. Can they stay for lunch?

'),

Thank you!

Ooratf

You know a Muslim kid is always
supposed to respect his or her parents and
get their permission before doing things. |
learned a hadith alf: it that goes like this,

[\ (®)
sl (Bukh I)
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Oh my God, look at the dishes my father
is bringing! There’s pan-fried dumplings,
chickpeas fried with potatoes and red pepper
shrimp! | never realized how hungry | was
until this moment! Al hamdulillah!

Do you know the dua’ we should say
before eating? After all, Allahd5# is the One
Who made this good food possible by letting
my parents get good jobs and allowing them
to buy food. The long dua’ is,

Sl ofie Lidg Lind), Lqud Lt el g,

It means, “Allah bless us in what You
provided for us and protect us from the
punishment of the fire.” Let’s say it together.
There is a shorter dua’ that you can also say.
It is,’ eyl u.q_v-)." Y . | know you know
what that means aIready' Let’s say it now all
together. Okay, let’s eat!

(&
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B. What are Halal Foods?

Here, try some of this chicken stir-fry
that my mom just brought out. It’s really
good. Oh, don’t worry — all of the food is
halal. A Muslim only eats food that is Halal
Jds Allowed. Almost all of the food in
the world is halal for us to eat. All fruits,

of
them are halal if we raise them and prepare
them in the right way.

Animals should be raised humanely
and fed natural and healthy feed. How do

you prepare them? That’s easy. When the
butcher slaughters a cow, chicken or goat,
he must first say ‘Bismillah.” Then he will cut
the neck of the animal very quickly and with
a sharp blade so that it doesn’t feel any pain.
Islam calls for kindness to animals, even the
ones we need to eat for food so that no
animal should suffer. Also there’s another
thing that makes our meat better; we make
sure all the blood drains out of the animal
right away. This food is then also known
as Thabeeha is..; Meat Prepared and
Slaughtered in the Islamic Way.
Haram (>~ means Forbidden.
In Islam, there are some foods that are
absolutely haram for us to eat or drink no
matter what. The main animal that is haram
for us to eat is any meat of the pig. We
also don’t eat dogs, Jions or other animals

a at hunt t
iof ng nimal@not t t f
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Prophet Muhammad & didn’t even eat
much meat at all. Most of the foods he ate
were very simple. He ate dates, milk, bread,
honey and other small things. Even when he

was the ruler of all of Arabia and could have




had anything he wanted, he still ate only a
little and slept on an old mat made of hard
fibers called reeds.

| read that once he was sleeping
when his friend, ‘Umari2, came into his
house. The Prophet# rolled over on his
mat and ‘Umar#2 saw the red marks on
his back from sIeeping on the rough reed
bed. ‘Umari felt very sad that the man
he loved so much was sleeping in such an
uncomfortable place.

Just then the Prophet % woke up and
‘Umar 2 cried out, “Messenger of Allahd,
why don’t you order us to make a big bed for
you or to spread a comfortable blanket over
your mat?” ‘

The Prophet % looked at ‘Umar &2 and
said, “What do [ have to do with this world? I'm

like a traveler who stops tearest gnder a tree
than | r
orlit Ioo 0

aII the tlme because we're all gomg to die
and leave this life eventually. We try to
follow the Prophet’s example in my house,
too. We also never throw food away. The
Prophet also taught us to live a simple life.

Now that we've finished eating, we
should say two small dua’ to thank Allahifz
for the food He gave us. First we say,
Al hamdulillah if anyone asks us how we liked
the food. Then we say,

ol 0 L..l.i;g Llaswg Ligelal s allsgdl

This means, “Praise to Allah who fed
us, gave us drink and made us among the
Muslims.”

C. Our Brotherhood and
Sisterhood

Oh no, you don’t have to help us clean
up after lunch. You’re our guest and we
love to serve you. Don’t you remember

Yy
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what the Blessed Prophet % said? He
declared, Vou have no emaan until you
love foy* younr brother what you love ]Coy‘
YOU\V‘SBI‘F (Bukhari, Muslim)
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So let us take care of you. If you really
want to do us a favor, please, just ask
Allah## to reward us by saying, Jazak
Allah Khairan (s 40t 95> May Allah
reward you for the good.

| know it’s getting late. | think | hear
the Mu’athin giving the athan from the
masjid. Let’s listen and repeat the words
to ourselves. Okay, do you have your
wudu’? Great. Let’s go!

My [parents encourage me to go to

in a group is 25 times more rewarding
than praying alone. Imagine that! You get
that many extra rewards for your angel
to record. | wonder if his fingers ever get
tired!

Do you remember what dua’ to say
when we enter the masjid? We also should
enter with our right foot to symbolize that
we like goodness. Remember the angel on
the right! Okay, | see the people lining up
for prayers inside. Let’s hurry.

Al hamdulillah, that was a nice prayer
on a bright sunny day. It’s great to be a
Muslim because we really are reminded
that life is beautiful. No matter what

troubles come our way, Islam teaches us
to put things in perspective. You know, to
understand that no matter what happens
to us, Allah## is greater than all those
problems and that our main duty should
be to live free from worry. We tell our
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worries to Allahi# and He removes them  we always in need of them!

if we’re sincere believers.

While we’re leaving the masjid, there
is a beautiful dua’ that the Prophet taught
us to say to remind us of jat f&t. While
[ W, rle [

, we 9y,

That means, “Allah, I'm looking for Your
blessings, in the name of Allah.” And aren’t

sim
t lige afbig fagi
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Well, it was wonderful meeting you
and I'm glad you stopped by. Islam teaches
us that every Muslim is a brother and
sister to every othd Muslim. Our whole

too. Come and see me again! As-salaamu
alaykum!

...o...'*“..oo...

it?

material possessions?

course of our normal day?

N S AL N

List two things that are Haram to eat.
According to the Prophet, how is a Muslim to act towards his or her mother?
What can the prophet’s lifestyle teach us about our lives and the place of

Why do we say a du’a before eating, in your opinion?
Why do you thing we eat meat prepared in a halal way? What is special about

How are we supposed to behave when we interact with non-Muslims in the

What does it mean for us, as a community, that all Muslims are equal?
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| VOCABULARY REVIEW

On a separate piece of paper, write the meaning of each word below.
Remember to write in complete sentences.

I. ‘Eid ul Adha 5. Halal 9. Baytullah
2. Thabeeha 6. Ta'leem 10. Miskeen
3. Ramadan 7. Tagwa I'l. Athan
4. Hajj 8. Haram [2. Musalla
ERI
[ [ 4
On aseparate piece of paper, answer the questions. Remember to write in complete
sentences.

What are three things we do on Hajj?

How should Muslims treat other Muslims?

What is Iftar and what is Suhoor?

Describe how the running back and forth between the two hills at Hajj began.
Describe three things about salah from this unit.

What are Sunnah Prayers?

Describe three manners that Muslims follow before, during or after eating.

What are two things angels do?

Choose one of the three children you met from this unit and describe three valuable
things you learned from him or her.

00N A WD —

THINKING TO LEARN

Read the following statement and explain if it is true or false. Write in complete
sentences on a separate piece of paper and give examples to support your answer.

Ramadan is only about avoiding food.




UNIT 5

Prophets of the Past
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) WHAT TO LEARN

Why do you think AllahiZ* sent so many
prophets to the world?

SBim
VOCABULARY

Hawwa Ahl Al Kitaab

@ THINK ABOUT IT

A Muslim believes in all of the Prophets
of Allahi#.

Jannah

A. There Were NN

WWW
sWou | d b¥®f,

prophet or messenger to every natlon on
earth. Allahif# said, Every people had a
Warnenr (proplx\eJr) among them. Surat
Al Faatir (The Originator) 35:24

2
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Do you remember the words for
prophet and messenger? The words are
Nabi and Rasul. Do you also remember
the name of the first man on earth?

Adam®*, the first man, was also the
first prophet. He didn’t receive any books
or written revelations to pass on to his
children, though, because he lived at a
time when writing was not yet invented.

Adam® s and his wife, Hawwa
i3> Eve, lived in Jannah iis Heaven, a
beautiful garden. Shaytan came and misled
them into disobeying Allahd3. The only
rule that Allahi## had given them was not
to eat from a certain tree.

The tree wasn’t magical. AllahiZz only
gave them this simple command to obey.
Shaytan, however, told them that if they
ate from the tree, they would live forever.
When Adam¥* and Hawwa ate from the
tree they realized that it was a mistake,
and they felt ashamed.

As a consequence of breaking that
rule, Allahi* asked them to leave Jannah.
He sent them to the earth to live. Allah##
didn’t remain angry with them for a long
time. After a while, He taught Adam®# and
Hawwa how to ask for His forgiveness.
They were very happy to be forgiven!

Allahz told Adam¥*! and Hawwa
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that He would send prophets and
messengers to their descendants. He said
that whoever obeyed His guidance would
be saved. Whoever obeyed Shaytan and
followed him would lose in the end. After
Adam3*E and Hawwa, Allahif# spread their
descendants all over the world.

AIIahJ’?}? Said, YOM people! We W\O\Cle
you from a single man and woman
and then made you into races and
groups so you can ge’r to know each
other. The best among you is the one
with the most Tagwa. Surat Al Hujurat (The

Rooms) 49:13
2
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Every Iand has its own way of life. The people all
but they are really all the same insi
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After many centuries, people
eventually began to look different as
well. Some people’s skins became darker,
while others’ became lighter. Some
groups of people grew taller, while others
stayed exactly the same. Despite their
differences, though, they had an important
commonality: they were all created with a
soul that naturally searches for its Creator.

AllahifZ sent a prophet to all peoples.
There were prophets in Africa, Asia, the
Americas, Europe, the Middle East and
Australia! In fact, the Blessed Prophet
Muhammad#, peace be upon him,
said that there were over one hundred
thousand prophets sent to this world!
That's a lot of guidance from Allahi##!

Allah#F  said, We

YOU\

sent
with

eve V‘Y

this

W\essenger

bet)v‘e
revelation sent Yy Us to him, that is:
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there is no gocl but Me, so serve Me.
Surat Al Anbiya' (The prop[/\e’rs) 21:25
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If Adam®* was the first prophet and
Muhammad &, may he be blessed, was the
last, who were the prophets in between?
Allah’s## book, the Holy Qur’an, tells us
the stories and names of only a few. Only
twenty-five prophets are mentioned by
name. Why is this so!?

Can you imagine how thick and heavy
the Qur’an would be if it included the
names and stories of every prophet!? It
would be huge!

The purpose of the Qur’an is not to
give us a history lesson or to entertain us.
It is a book to help people learn to live
Allah’s#Z beautiful way of life.

The prophets and their

stories

mentioned in the Qur’an are for us to
learn from. They are examples of how to

avoid sin and strive towards goodness.
Their

stories are lessons for us!

Allahi#z said to all the messengers,
messengers! Do all the best things and do what
is right because I know everything you are
doing. This brotherhood of yours is a single
brotherhood and I am your Lord, so be aware
of Me.”

d\ \;u \fw) um\wmy;}x L@Z\ G

Surat Al Mu’minun (The Believ: L]”S) 23:51-52

@OFa’f

\
“All you
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We have told you the story of some of
the messengers and others We have
not told you and to Moses 7Z\||a[/\ Spoke
direct. Surat An Nisa’ (Women) 4:164
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There were many prophets with
major tasks and many with minor ones.
In other words, some prophets and
messengers had bigger jobs and more
important missions than others. But we
hold them all as equals because they all
brought Allah’s### true guidance to the
world.

To those who believe in Allah and
His ]\/\essengev‘s and who don’t think
one messenger is better than anothew,
We will soon give them their rewards

because Allah is The Forgiving, The
KiV\C] Surat An Nisa’ (The Women) 4:152
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In this book, you will learn the

stories of these Prophets: Yunus* gy,
Musa® uwge, ‘Isa®® e, SalihE
Lo, Muhammad & scsw, Ayyoubt
wgsl and Ibrahim® <. You have
already read something about Prophet
Ibrahim#*#, may he be blessed, in the
lesson about the building of the Ka’bah.
Other prophets that you will also
learn more about in a higher grade

are Sulayman®, Yahya®, Hud#,
Zakariyya®t, Nuh#*t and Dawudt.
Every prophet mentioned in the

Qur'an has an interesting story. The
stories of the prophets teach us valuable
lessons such as patience, courage and how
to remain steadfast.

Do you remember who wants to
cause corruption for all

tRecakhEes |k iF¥the
ie isl ch a
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teachings. He does the exact opposite of
the prophets who come to guide us.

C. The Jews and Christians

Some of the prophets mentioned in
the Qur’an are also known to the Jews
and Christians. Allahi included those
stories in the revelations of the prophets/
messengers of their times. Muslims often
use the Arabic names for the prophets,
while Christians often use the English
name. For example. Christians say Jesus
while Muslims call him with his Arabic
name, ‘Isat. We say Musas, while the
Jews call him Moses.

One special prophet was sent to the
Jews to give them one last chance to obey
God. This was ‘Isa%# son of Maryam ¥z and
he lived some 2,000 years ago in Palestine.
While some of his people heeded his

Muhammad
\

message and believed in Allah# sincerely,
many others did not.

Many years after ‘Isa®® was raised up
to heaven by Allahi###, a man named Paul
announced that he was inspired to gather
the teachings of ‘Isa’ and spread them to
more people. However he was not careful
to only say what ‘Isa® had himself said or
taught. Instead he added his own ideas
about who ‘Isa® was and what he taught.
He said ‘Isa% was not just a man and a
very special prophet, but Allah’s## son.

In the past, people who disobeyed
Allah##, introduced new ideas in their
religion. They said food, gold and even
people must be offered to their gods as a
gift or sacrifice in order to make their gods
happy with them or forgive them when
they did wrong.

forgive us!) and that he must come to live
on earth for a time as a man. In order
to save people and grant them Allah’si?
forgiveness when they did wrong, ‘Isait
would need to be offered as a sacrifice -
meaning that he would have to die for the
sake of his people. Everyone then who
believed in ‘Isa%t as Allah’s#f# son would
have their sins forgiven for all time and go
immediately to heaven when they died.

Name of Prophets Common to
Christians, Jews and Muslims

Christians/|ews Muslims
Abraham Ibrahim
David Dawud
Moses Musa
Jesus Christ ‘Isa

Muhammad /
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